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shell companies in the Cayman lIslands. H.R.
6081 also stops tax benefits for Americans
who renounce their citizenship in order to
avoid paying U.S. taxes.

The men and women of the armed forces
who serve this country with honor during times
of war should be assured that their families
will not suffer financially from being deployed.
| urge my colleagues to support this important
bill.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ELAINE
BUNDESEN

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 22, 2008

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to recognize
the passing of one of our notable local resi-
dents and a good friend, Elaine Bundesen.
Elaine died last month at the age of 85 of
complications from Parkinson’s disease.

Originally from Washington State, Elaine
grew up in Seattle and attended the University
of Washington. After she graduated in 1945
with a degree in English, she headed for San
Francisco, where she met and married Jim
Bloom, a Navy pilot from my hometown of
Petaluma.

After the war—World War Il—Elaine lived in
Guam with her husband as one of the first
Navy dependents to be stationed there. Later,
the couple moved to Petaluma, where Elaine
was introduced to small-town life. Petaluma
being the egg capital of the Nation, Elaine
eventually got a job at Bundesen Bros. Hatch-
ery, where she met her second husband, Paul
Bundesen. Sadly, their life together ended
when Paul was killed in a plane crash in 1967.

Elaine returned to school, and in 1974 re-
ceived her master's degree in counseling at
Sonoma State University in Rohnert Park. She
worked for more than 25 years in the univer-
sity’s office of admissions and records. During
this time, she helped form the public lecture
series “Pandora’s Box” with a small group of
women whose activities started the women’s
studies program at Sonoma State.

Elaine is survived by her three stepchildren,
Margaret, David and Laura, and many nieces
and nephews.

Madam Speaker, Elaine was a wonderful
woman and a good friend who influenced
many lives. She was a mentor to me and will
be greatly missed.

———

TRIBUTE TO AZERBAIJANIS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 22, 2008

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise as a
member of the House Azerbaijan Caucus, to
honor Azerbaijanis around the world, as they
prepare to celebrate Republic Day on May 28.
Republic Day commemorates Azerbaijan’s
declaration of its independence from the Rus-
sian Empire in 1918, becoming the first demo-
cratic secular republic in the Eastern hemi-
sphere. Despite its short existence, 1918-
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1920, the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan
had achieved considerable success in state
building and creation of educational founda-
tions for future generations. The Democratic
Republic of Azerbaijan granted suffrage to
women shortly after its creation, ahead of
most Western democracies.

Despite all of its successes, the Democratic
Republic of Azerbaijan was not in a position to
withstand the occupational forces of the then
newly formed Soviet Russia. Consequently,
Azerbaijan had temporarily lost its independ-
ence in 1920 and later was included into the
U.S.S.R.

In 1990, Azerbaijan regained its independ-
ence from the U.S.S.R., ending 70 years of
Soviet rule. Meantime, Azerbaijanis will never
forget the tragic events of January 1990, for-
ever known to all Azerbaijanis as Black Janu-
ary, as the Soviet army crushed peaceful
demonstrations in the streets of the capital
Baku. On August 30, 1991, Azerbaijan’s Par-
liament adopted the Declaration on the Res-
toration of Independence of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, and on October 18, 1991, the
independence was approved by the Constitu-
tion.

Since its independence, the Republic of
Azerbaijan has been an invaluable ally and is
among the first nations, who offered uncondi-
tional support to the United States in the War
Against Terror, providing its airspace and the
use of its airports for Operation Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan. Today, Azerbaijani
troops continue to serve with distinction in Af-
ghanistan and in Iraq.

Azerbaijan is also a founding member of
GUAM—Organization for Democracy and Eco-
nomic Development, which includes Georgia,
Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Moldova. Azerbaijan
is a leading nation in regional economic co-
operation through development of various
international projects. Azerbaijan is also one of
the key players in European energy security
matters.

Madam Speaker and dear colleagues,
please join me in thanking the people of Azer-
baijan for their sincere friendship towards our
country, and congratulate Azerbaijanis around
the world on the 90th anniversary of Republic
Day.

| also would like to thank and congratulate
my Azerbaijani-American constituents, lead by
Naimi and Naila Amiraliyev, for their tireless
efforts in developing and strengthening the
friendship and understanding between our na-
tions.

————

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 19, 2008

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the House passed H. Res. 1153—
Celebrating Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month. | honor this important month of May
which marks the 30th anniversary of the pas-
sage of a joint Congressional Resolution des-
ignating the first 10 days in May to celebrate
Asian American Heritage. Congress later
voted to expand the commemoration to a
month-long celebration to truly honor the im-
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pact that Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers have in this great Nation.

Let us join the rest of the country in cele-
brating this year's theme of “Building Today
for Tomorrow.” As legislators we must con-
stantly remember that the decisions we make
now greatly impact our future. That is why |
am proud to say this Democratic Congress
has passed legislation to raise the minimum
wage, to make college more affordable, to
fund nutrition programs, to protect families fac-
ing foreclosure, and to lower prices at the
pump. We will continue to fight for the needs
of Asian American and Pacific Islander com-
munities by creating legislation to address this
country’s growing economic and energy
needs.

Mr. Speaker, this year during Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month, | urge my col-
leagues to recognize beyond the month of
May the continued struggles that Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders face—the health
disparities, language barriers, stereotypes, and
discrimination they attempt to overcome on a
daily basis. | urge us to remember their
unyielding contributions to our Nation and
honor those who have sacrificed their lives
and families to bravely fight for our country.
Above all, | urge us to work together to make
choices that will move our Nation forward to a
better tomorrow.

————

SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL DRUG
COURT MONTH

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 22, 2008

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in support and recognition of May
as National Drug Court Month.

Since the first drug court was created in
1989 drug courts have been a legitimate alter-
native to incarceration for nonviolent, drug-ad-
dicted offenders.

By combining judicial supervision, com-
prehensive substance abuse and mental
health treatment, random and frequent drug
testing, incentives and sanctions, clinical case
management and life skills services drug
courts provide substance abusing offenders
with the much-needed chance at long-term re-
covery and productive lifestyles.

My home State of Maryland is a leader in
the drug court movement. The Drug Treatment
Court Commission was established in 2003 by
Chief Judge Robert M. Bell of the Maryland
Court of Appeals. The Commission has sup-
ported the development of 40 drug courts
throughout the State so that Maryland can ef-
fectively respond to the thousands of individ-
uals arrested in Maryland who are dependent
on drugs and/or alcohol.

Drug courts work. According to an April
2008 evaluation of the Harford County District
Court Adult Drug Court program participants
were significantly less likely to be re-arrested
than offenders who were eligible for the pro-
gram but did not participate. In Harford County
and throughout the State drug courts are mak-
ing a difference. During May, National Drug
Court Month, | am proud to share that 30
graduations are being held across the State.

Drug courts play an important role in break-
ing the cycle of addiction and crime and will
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